
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Discussing Annexation Scenarios: A Regional Perspective 

16 September 2020, Zoom platform 
10:00-11:30 AM CET 

 
Registration and Access: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ZwjML6BSTryuVLABi5KsYg    
Event ID: 838 4319 0661 | Passcode 073239 

 

Introduction  

 

Endorsed by the 2020 US president Donald Trump’s “Peace to Prosperity” plan, the Netanyahu-

Gantz coalition agreement allowed for the first one to move forward on the annexation of a 

significant share of the West Bank by as early as 1 July 2020. Annexing parts of the Occupied 

Palestinian Territories (OPTs) would unequivocally result in multiple and diverse reactions within 

the international community. More importantly however, it would definitely hamper the viability of 

a future Palestinian state.  

 

Only six weeks after the 1 July deadline passed without nothing changing on the ground, Israel 

and the United Arab Emirates unveiled a peace agreement that normalised diplomatic relations 

between the two countries, paving the way for other Arab countries to follow the same path. 

Despite the Emirati government quickly announced that the agreement immediately stops Israeli 

plans to annex parts of the OPTs, Israeli prime minister stated that Israel’s sovereignty claim over 

the Jordan Valley was still on the agenda and frozen for the time being.  

 

This web seminar will take the chance to tackle this important and complex issue, providing an 

academic perspective on the possible annexation scenarios and the reactions from the 

neighbouring region, especially after the Abraham Accord was reached on 13 August 2020. In 

the first part of the event, the Israeli European Policy Network will briefly assess three main 

annexation scenarios: keeping the status-quo, annexing the major settlements in the Greater 

Jerusalem area, annexation of vast and strategic areas of the Jordan Valley. In a second part, 

scholars from Europe, Israel and the Arab region will present their perspectives on annexation, 

normalisation of bilateral relations between Israel and Arab countries, and the possible reactions 

of the main regional stakeholders of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ZwjML6BSTryuVLABi5KsYg


 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Draft Schedule 
 
10:00-10:20 Welcome words by  

Paul Pasch (Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung Israel, IEPN coordinator)  

Roby Nathanson (Macro Center for Political Economics, IEPN 
coordinator) 

Moderated by Roger Albinyana (European Institute of the Mediterranean – 
IEMed)) 

 

10:20-10:40  Presentation of the three Scenarios 

Ruth Hanau-Santini (University of Naples, L’Orientale, IEPN 
coordinator) 

   Jan Busse (Bundeswehr University Munich, IEPN coordinator) 

10:40-11:10  Comments from three scholars 

Ksenia Svetlova (Senior Research Fellow, IDC Herzlya; former 
Member of the Knesset)  

Hiba Husseini (Managing Partner of the law firm Husseini & 
Husseini; Fellow of the International Dialogue Initiative) 

Muriel Asseburg (German Institute for International and Security 
Affairs, SWP Berlin) 

11:10-11:30  Open Discussion 

 


