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Imagine you walk into a car agency and see a car with a big sticker on it, saying : 
"Manufactured in a factory that employees people in inhumane conditions".  Would 
you buy that car? Probably not. Now imagine you enter your local grocery store and 
see a box of bananas with the label "These bananas were grown on a farm that 
abuses animals on a daily basis." Would you buy those bananas? Once again, most 
probably not. Because as conscious consumers, we all prefer to spend our money on 
products that were made by companies that share our values, or at the very least – 
we prefer not to support companies that act in a way that we find morally appalling. 
The warnings on the car and the banana are not calls for boycott – but the fact that 
they are there is enough to deter many from buying the products.  
 
 
So when EU officials claim that the labeling of products from the West Bank is only a 
technical step, and not a call for boycotting these products by consumers - they are 
being naïve, at best; the EU does not need to make an explicit call for a boycott on 
these products – labeling them is enough to cause the products serious damage. For 
a growing number of Europeans, the mere Israeli presence in the West Bank is an 
immoral reality, and when you remind European consumers about this reality it 
could have a true impact on their purchases of products from this area. So let us 
agree to the following notion: whatever the reason was that led the EU to adopt 
standards to label products from the West Bank, the result of this labeling will be a 
major boost to the campaign to boycott these products altogether. And this leads us 
to the real question: Is boycotting these products a moral act and could it eventually 
help promote what we all want - peace and understanding in the Middle East? The 
answer, in short, is no.  
 
 
As a member of the Israeli Labor Party, I agree with many of my comrades in the 
European Center-Left that the Israeli presence in the West Bank is wrong. But at this 
point we go separate ways: while an growing number of people of the European Left 
find that boycotting is a moral way of supporting a just cause, I believe the opposite: 
it is not only immoral, it is also counter productive and harms the progressive camp 
in Israel much more than it harms the Israeli government or the settlers in the West 
Bank.  
 
I will start by explaining why boycotting is immoral. Boycotts are wrong, because 
they tend to have collateral damage that impacts more people than originally 
intended. Assume you decide to no longer purchase wine that was bottled in the 
Settlements. Does that impact the prosperity of the settler that owns the winery? 
Probably – and I personally do not support that. But even if you think that driving a 
settler out of business is your way of manifesting your opinion, do you really think 



 

 

you can limit the economic impact to settlers alone? In a small country like Israel, 
there is no such thing as a West Bank economy vs. a pre-1967 economy. Everything 
is intertwined, and when the settler goes out of business, so do his workers, 
distributors, and suppliers – many of them Israelis that live within the 1967 borders, 
and sometimes even local Palestinians. Is that really the intention of the boycotters?  
 
Now let us say a word about productivity. Putting pressure is a productive measure 
only if that pressure leads to a behavioral change. Anyone who knows Israeli society 
knows that we are like porcupines – we get together when attacked, and attack 
back. In fact, there is nothing more combative than an Israeli who is being 
challenged. So if you believe that by putting economic pressure on Israel you can 
convince a single Israeli to change his or her views, think again. True, with enough 
pressure you might be able to conquer the economic battle and cause true harm to 
the Israeli economy – but you will never conquer Israeli hearts. 
 
And there is one more reason why not to boycott. It is the hardest to explain, but 
possibly the most important one: because it hurts us, the social democrats and 
moderate left. For a growing number of people in Israel, the growing anti-Israeli 
sentiment in Europe is seen as a modern disguise for old-fashioned Anti-Semitism 
and Anti-Zionist. I personally do not agree; I see the voices coming from Europe as a 
call for Israeli society to awake, and I believe it is our duty to listen, even if listening 
is extremely uncomfortable. However, measures that punish the Israeli people – not 
the Israeli government – play in favor of those who claim that European criticism is 
Anti-Semitism in disguise.  
 
In short, my friends, if you have criticism against the Israeli government, do what my 
friends and I do – channel it towards the Israeli government. Economic sanctions and 
boycotts will not deliver the impact you seek; probably the opposite is true.  


