
 

                                                                                               
 

 

 
 

1. Bourekas Film/Orit Ronell 

The film will tell the story of a family of Bulgarian bakers (the director's family), who immigrated to Israel in 

1948 and established the renowned chain of Bulgarian bakeries called "Sami Bourekas" – a chain of bakeries 

selling the Bulgarian pastries - bourekas. Success led to wealth and respect from the community, but three 

decades later, all this was taken away from the three founding siblings, as their "empire" collapsed.  

Now, three decades after the business closed down, the third generation to the founding family is trying to 

understand how three simple bakers managed to turn a small shop into an Israeli establishment and why 

they ultimately failed. What does this all say about Israel in the 70s and 80s and would it be possible to unite 

the three aging siblings, who have grown so much apart? 

Orit is a 40-year-old mother of 3, who lives in Tel Aviv. She studied communications and management at 

the Tel Aviv College of Management and did her MA in Security Studies at the Tel Aviv University.  

Her film's title in Hebrew is a play on words – the Bourekas Films were a genre of Israeli made movies 

popular in Israel in the 60s and 70s, often dealing with family melodramas. 

 

2. Disappearing Women/Yosra Abu Kef 

"My name is Yosra Abu Kef, from the unrecognized Bedouin Village Abu Kef in the Negev in the south of 

Israel. I am 30 and a mother of 3 sons and I am setting out on a cinematic exploration of the "disappearing 

women". Bedouin women, such as myself, who are murdered in their homes, by family members. I am not 

investigating this in order to find out what happened to them. I know what happened. I just want everyone 

else to know as well." 

Yosra is a Bedouin filmmaker from a rural community near Beer Sheba, in the south of Israel. She studied 

film at the Sapir College near Sderot, but did not complete her studies, as she had to leave when her 

eldest son was born. She directed a short film about young Bedouin girls, who commit suicide because 

their families won't let them go to school and get an education. She has taught video editing at a high 

school and works for the Negev Coexistence Forum for Civil Equality. 
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3. Fencing Acre/Liat Mer 

Acre is a divided and poverty-stricken city in the North of Israel, composed of two communities – Jewish and 

Arab - that rarely interact. The only source of pride is Haim Hatuel's fencing club. In preparation for the Rio 

2016 Olympic Games, the duel between families and town members heats up. The Hatuel siblings are 

working hard to make their father's dream of a first Olympic medal in fencing, come true. Aziz Shami, a local 

Palestinian, is competing against them, aspiring to be the first Israeli Palestinian to compete in the Olympic 

Games. Who will triumph? 

Liat lives in Ramat Gan, near Tel Aviv. She has a BFA and an MFA in film and TV from the Tel Aviv 

University and she is also a qualified teacher of film. Her first full length film, "Locked Down", won the first 

prize at the Off Cinema Film Festival in Poland and was officially selected to many more festivals around 

the world. 

 

4. Forbidden Grief/ Samah Salaime Egbariya   

The film deals with a traumatic and tragic phenomenon within the Israeli Palestinian community – "honor 

killing". The film follows 4 brave women, from different places around the country, who have lost their loved 

ones - mothers, daughters or sisters – and are fighting their families, the police, the establishment and their 

communities, in order to be heard and to keep the memories of their loved ones alive.  

Samah is an Israeli Muslim, who lives in the joint Arab and Jewish community of Newe Shalom, near 

Jerusalem. She is married and has three children. She studied social work at the Hebrew University in 

Jerusalem and has been very active in promoting women issues within the Palestinian community in 

Israel. 

 

5. Land/Yehudit Kahana 

A unique and personal look at the settlement Elon Moreh, where the filmmaker was born and raised. 

Through the changing seasons and 4 protagonists who live there, she brings an intimate look at this land 

everyone is fighting over and attempts to tackle the large questions related to it – what has changed in the 

residents world-view, if at all, what beliefs grow stronger and how does reality influence their lives. 

Yehudit is a National Religious Jew, who graduated from the film and TV department at Ariel University. 

She grew up in the Kedumim settlement in the Samarian hills of the West Bank. Her first full-length 

documentary "The Garden of Eden" was officially selected to the 2013 Haifa IFF, was nominated for the 

2014 Israeli Academy Awards and was broadcast on Channel 2 and Channel 10 in Israel. Yehudit lives in 

Elon Moreh, a Jewish Settlement located in the Samarian hills. 

 

 

      
 



 

                                                                                               
 

 

 
6. Sleeping with the Enemy/Rajaa Ghanem ElDanef and Helen Zananiri 

The film follows the lives of Arab women, who have married Israeli Palestinians. Therefore, many of them 

find it difficult to integrate into Israeli society and find jobs and often they face difficulties within the 

Palestinian community in Israel as well. In most cases, these women cannot visit their home countries, which 

are regarded as enemy countries and spend their lives longing for the families they have left behind, 

enduring daily mental and political disappointments from the country they call home.   

 Rajaa is an Israeli Muslim, who lives in Ramleh. She is a social worker, who works for "Hands of Peace", 

an organization promoting dialog between Israelis, Palestinian and Americans. This is her first film. 

 

7. Spots/ Ekaterina (Katy) Diakova  

"When I was 12-years-old my father began to lose his eye sight and subsequently started drinking.  

This broke up my family. In my film I return to this moment in order to understand what has been missing 

from my life. Three stories, three points of view of the relationship between a father and his 12-year-old 

daughter, who is on the brink of her bat mitzvah, adulthood and independence." 

Kati immigrated to Israel from the Ukraine in 2001, at the age of 17. Her father, who is the subject of her 

film, stayed behind. His illness and drinking ultimately caused her parents' marriage to end. Her mother 

joined 3 years later. She studied 3-D animation and film and TV in Tel Aviv and has mainly worked as a 

film editor so far. 

 

8. The  Rabbi's Wife/Racheli Vasserman 

The film will follow three women, the second generation of religious feminists, who are trying to take things 

one step forward and are hoping to be able to become female rabbis. To stand up to the male hegemony 

and give their own rulings. The film tells the story of a silent revolution, by women who want their voices to 

be heard, who want to change things and who understand that it requires baby steps in order to succeed. 

They are not denying what came before, but wish to modernize the most conservative of places. Who are 

these women who might become rabbis and how might this affect the relations between state and religion 

and the Jewish world as a whole? What does it do within their households and how does it affect their 

families?  

Racheli is a religious Jew, who studied film at the Maale Film School in Jerusalem. Her final film project 

was a short documentary titled "The Rabbi's Daughter", which won the Best Short Doc Award at the 2012 

Haifa IFF. She lives in Jerusalem. 

 

 

 
 



 

                                                                                               
 

 

 
9. Tower and Stockade/Yael Gur 

The film tells the story of the last remaining building block on the sea front in Tel Aviv, as it transforms into a 

new skyscraper, as part the skyscraper building wave taking over the city. The old inhabitants start to bid 

their neighborhood farewell, as new forces and characters penetrate the neighborhood, changing things 

forever. The film documents the Zionist enterprise's transformation into a fattened and wealthy real-estate 

bubble.   

Yael is a filmmaker based in Tel Aviv, right next to the last block she is documenting in her film.  

She graduated from the Film and TV Department at Tel Aviv University. Yael creates films for non-profits 

and works as a film instructor for youth groups. Her first full length documentary, "Spirals", was officially 

selected to the 2014 Jerusalem IFF. 

 

10. Ulpana (religious high school for girls)/Anat Vovnoboy 

On the northern side of the Kedumim village in the West Bank, among white buildings and red roofs, there is 

a compound, surrounded by a high fence. Inside is Ulpanat Lahava, the regional religious girls high school, 

considered one of the strongholds of the Religious Zionist education system in the Samarian hills of the West 

Bank. The film will follow 3 high schools girls, in their final year of school and will accompany them 

throughout the various deliberations typical of teenage girls, about to complete their high school education.  

By and by, the film will also take a look at the ideological doctrine of the school, the restrictions put on girls 

and the principles passed onto them, by which their main objective in life is first and foremost to be 

housewives and raise children. 

Anat studied film and communications in high-school and went on to study film at the NY school of visual 

arts, interning at Fox News and at Michael Moore's production company. She received an MFA in film 

from Tel Aviv University. Anat and her family immigrated to Israel from Russia and she was raised as a 

National Religious Jew in the Kedumim settlement. 

 

11. Yamna/Ilanit Swisa 

Yamna, 70, immigrated to Israel from Morocco and settled in Sderot, a southern town close to the Gaza 

border. She is a pious and a Kabbalist (and a "sorcerer" of sorts) – a talent that has belonged to the women 

in her family for generations. She helps people banish curses, bring back lost loves, bear children, find work 

and so on. Yamna is nearing the end of her life and her mystical and grand operation is about to vanish, 

along with all her secrets. She has 5 daughters, all contenders to take over and one grandson, who really 

needs her blessing.  

Ilanit is also a Jew of Moroccan descent, who moved to Kfar Aza, a Kibbutz near Sderot, in 2008, for 

ideological reasons. She is currently completing her MFA in film at the Sapir College near Sderot and 

received her BFA in Theater from the Tel Aviv University.     

 

     


